
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 10

1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 981 01

April 12, 2000

Reply To
Attn Of: ECL-115

Mary Verner, Director for Policy
Spokane Tribal Natural Resources Department
P.O. Box 100
Wellpinit, Washington 99040

Re: Government- to -Government Consultation on the Columbia River
Segments 597 to 745 /Lake Roosevelt

Dear Ms . Verner :

Thank you for your letter of January 25. As you note in
your letter, EPA is planning to conduct multiple preliminary
assessments (PAs) in the Upper Columbia River Basin, also known
as Lake Roosevelt. In your letter, you advised EPA that the
Spokane Tribe must be consulted because the PA involves Spokane
Tribal lands and waters. Additionally, you requested a
government-to-government consultation meeting with the Spokane
Tribal Council and EPA's Regional Administrator.

EPA recognizes its unique legal relationship with Tribal
governments as set forth in the United States Constitution,
treaties, statutes, executive orders, and court decisions. We
also recognize the need to establish formal government
consultation with the Spokane Tribe as we proceed with the
assessment process at Lake Roosevelt. In furtherance of this
goal, we appreciate your efforts in arranging the March 9th
meeting held in Spokane at which the EPA Region 10 Deputy
Regional Administrator, Chuck Findley, met with the Spokane
Tribal Council.

Based on discussions at the March 9th meeting, it is our
understanding that the Spokane Tribe is interested in joining EPA
and the Colville Tribe in developing a single, tri-party
agreement that we anticipate will describe how consultation will
take place during the PA process. I envision that the agreement
would be signed by both Tribal Chairpersons and EPA's Regional
Administrator. EPA will be contacting you to discuss the
development of this tri-party agreement.
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It was a pleasure meeting with you last month and I look
forward to further discussions regarding EPA's site assessment
activities at Lake Roosevelt. If you have any questions or
concerns regarding this letter, please feel free to contact me at
(206) 553-0323.

Sincerely,

Monica Tonel
Site Assessment Manager

cc: Spokane Tribal Business Council
Spokane Tribal Attorney
Colville Tribes' Office of Environmental Trust
Colville Tribes' Office of the Reservation Attorney
Patti Stone, Colville Tribes


